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Grass-Roots Lobby Disclosure Draws Fire

in the House.
Aides and lobbyists close to the issue said
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As House Democrats try to jurap-start their
stalled effort at overhauling lobbying laws,
they are running into astorm of oppositionover
a proposal that would for the first time force
the public disclosure of grass-roots lobbying
campaigns.

Bipartisan opposition to the change —
ginned up by a coalition of socially conser-
vative groups and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union — helped bury itin the Senate ear-
lier this year. And now the coalition, operat-
ingunder the banner of the Free Speech Coali-
tion Inc., could be on the verge of a victory

the measure is unlikely to appear in a lobby-
ing reform bill House Democratic leaders are

.expected to unveil as soon as this week.

Those close to the situation stressed that
talks remain fluid. House Democratic leaders
met Tuesday afternoon to discuss the bill. It
was unclear at press time what, if anything,
they resolved.

“This is all a work in progress,” said Rep.
Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.).

House leadership aides say they are aiming
to mark up the measure as soon as niext week
and get the bill to the floor soon after.



