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College Conferences Jam-Packed with Dedicated Pro-Life Students
BY Holly Smith

Story after story about the January 23 March for Life inevitably commented on the huge number of
young people participating. Indeed, for the past few years, the steady movement of youth into the
pro-life ranks has not only enraged pro-aborts and flummoxed the media, but their growing numbers
have also visibly changed the face of the pro-life movement, most obviously at events like the annual
March for Life.

Hundreds of college students came to the nation’s capital a few days before the March. Many of these
young people traveled a long way to be in Washington, D.C. They wanted to educate themselves further
on issues respecting life, to network and share ideas with other pro-life college activists, and to listen
to some of the leaders of the right-to-life movement. 

On January 21, the Saturday before the March, American Collegians for Life (ACL) hosted its 19th
annual conference, which drew over 500 college students representing more than 90 colleges, while on
January 22 Georgetown University held its 7th Annual Cardinal O’Connor Conference on Life. 

In addition to presenting a workshop at the ACL conference, National Right to Life hosted an
information table at each conference.  

More importantly, NRLC was able to distribute thousands of pieces of educational literature, from
brochures and bumper stickers to manuals and newspapers—all useful and powerful information when
used on our nation’s campuses. Judging by the intelligence, dedication, and compassion of the students
present for these college conferences, there is no doubt that those materials and our future are in good
hands.

Dr. Nigel Cameron, a world-renowned bioethicist, opened the ACL conference with a general session on
“Bioethics in the 21st Century.” Megan McCrum, a sophomore at the University of Mary Washington in
Virginia, said, “The keynote address by Dr. Cameron was a great challenge for us to expand our
knowledge of all the interconnected life issues—stem cell research, cloning, and euthanasia.” 

Other general sessions and workshops addressed nuts and bolts issues such as how to recruit on college
campuses, while others offered ideas for club activities. And there were the topics all pro-lifers should
know more about, including the impact of state laws on abortion and alternatives to abortion. 

McCrum told NRL News, “Many from the Mary Washington group were pleasantly surprised to see how
many different areas the pro-life movement was involved in, and gained many new perspectives at the
conference.”

Austin Ruse, founder of the Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute, and his wife, Cathy Cleaver
Ruse, senior fellow for legal studies at the Family Research Council and the former spokeswoman for
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pro-Life Secretariat, also spoke. They concluded the
event with well-received remarks as the recipients of the “Defenders of Life” Award for their pro-life
work at the national and international levels.



Sunday marked another successful and sold-out college conference. Over 300 pro-life students
converged on Georgetown University for its O’Connor Conference on Life, sponsored by GU Right to
Life, GU Knights of Columbus, and University Faculty for Life. 

Campus pro-life groups sent delegations of various sizes, ranging from a dozen or so students, such as
those from the University of New Hampshire and Fairfield University in Connecticut, to an inspiring 53
from Saint Louis University. Regardless of the size of the contingent, they enjoyed keynote addresses
from Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, S.V., superior general of Sisters of Life, and Jennifer O’Neill, actress,
model, and spokeswoman for the National Silent No More Campaign. “Close-up sessions” were
presented on topics including the psychology of euthanasia, campus activism, adoption, embryonic stem
cell funding, and the positive impact of state-level pro-life legislation.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


